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Maersk-CEO Vincent Clerc is the guest of honor at the 482nd 
Schaffermahlzeit  

Bremen, January 13th, 2026. At the 482nd Schaffermahlzeit on February 13, 2026, HAUS 

SEEFAHRT welcomes one of the most influential figures in the maritime world: Vincent Clerc, 

CEO of A.P. Moller - Maersk, will take a seat as the guest of honor at the table in the Bremen 

Town Hall. 

Once again, a prominent business figure stands at the center of the nearly 500-year tradition 

of this friendship banquet between shipping and trade. “Given the close partnership between 

the ports of Bremen/Bremerhaven and one of the world's most important shipping companies, 

it is a special honor for HAUS SEEFAHRT to have Vincent Clerc as the guest of honor,” says 

Fritz A. Grobien, Administrative Director of HAUS SEEFAHRT. 

The native Swiss Vincent Clerc began his career at Maersk in 1998 and was appointed CEO 

of Maersk in 2023. Under his leadership, Maersk is consistently aligning its global supply 

chains with the constantly changing demands of international trade and decarbonization in 

shipping, transforming the company from a pure shipping line into a global logistics integrator. 

"It is a great pleasure to welcome Vincent Clerc to Bremen. As one of the most significant 

global players with over 100,000 employees and 730 ships, Maersk plays a major role in 

shaping the maritime world economy," says Nadine Kloska, Managing Director of the Kloska 

Group and 2nd Schaffer 2026. 

In addition to networking, the primary focus is on the charitable purpose. The donations from 

guests and members benefit the HAUS SEEFAHRT Foundation, which supports needy 

sailors, their families, and nautical students. 

The names of the other external guests are traditionally announced on the Tuesday before 

the Schaffermahlzeit. According to the statutes, these are personalities residing outside the 

state of Bremen who strengthen the location and – with the exception of the Federal President 

– may participate only once in their lifetime. 

Schaffer of the mercantile membership 2026: 

1. Schaffer: Dirk Zeppenfeld (HDZ Holding) 

2. Schaffer: Nadine Kloska (Kloska Group) 

3. Schaffer: Dirk Rogge (D. Oltmann Reederei) 

Contact person for press and media is Nadine Kloska as 2nd Schaffer.  

Contact via: Stefanie Birck, Tel. 0421 61802-75, E-Mail: schaffer@kloska.com 
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About the Schaffermahlzeit  

The Schaffermahlzeit is the oldest friendship meal in the world, which takes place annually in the 
Bremen Town Hall. Originally, the Schaffermahl was seen as a last opportunity for discussion, where 
skippers, ship owners, and merchants would meet before heading out to sea again in spring. Today, 
the tradition serves, on the one hand, to establish and strengthen contacts, and on the other hand, it 
is a charity event with a centuries-old tradition; in 1545 the foundation 'HAUS SEEFAHRT' was 
established and is thus probably the oldest social institution in the world today. It is run through the 
voluntary work of captains and merchants with the purpose of providing social security for sailors, 
their families, and survivors, but today also to provide financial assistance for refugee seafarer 
families and nautical students. 

At the Schaffermahlzeit, donations are collected for the HAUS SEEFAHRT by the 100 captains and 
Schaffer from the Bremen merchant community as well as the approximately 100 guests who are 
only allowed to participate once in their lives. 

For more information please visit www.schaffermahlzeit.de or instagram.com/schaffermahlzeit. 
 

 


